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Research Question
My research question is: Did the tort of seduction do more harm than good along the basis of women’s rights? My research gives light to what female roles were during the 1800s and how the law, namely the tort of seduction, confined their independence. The sources chosen help to tell these women’s stories and what constructs attempted to inhibit them as well as what the tort aimed to justify and how. 
Statement of Process

1. How did you choose your topic?  Please explain in as much detail as possible. 

I became interested in my topic because it was something that I had never read about before and I was curious about how this legislature differed from rape trials. I then decided to choose my topic because I saw that victims won 90% of their seduction trials when the exact opposite was true for rape trials. I knew I wanted to write about women’s rights pre-confederation and this was the perfect opportunity since the tort took place as women were gaining a bit of independence and finding ways to live outside the conformity of a traditional family unit. 
2. How did you choose your sources?  Please explain your thinking that led you to choose the evidence you will use to interpret the topic.

I chose my sources because they each add an integral part to a larger story, which describes the oppression of women along side the evolution of the tort of seduction. My primary source offers the baseline information to what the tort was and which stipulations were implemented, while my secondary sources provide information of the biases and norms during the mid 1800s. There are also some examples of trials and their significance. This evidence will be incredibly important for me to write a historically accurate paper concerning the legislation and to help me provide my own interpretation of the family unit and oppression of women surrounding the tort of seduction. 
3. What assumptions did you bring to your research?  For example, what preconceived notions about the topic did you have before you began your research?  Did your sources cause you to reconsider those ideas?  Please explain in as much detail as possible.

Being that I had not heard of the tort of seduction previous to my research, I had no real preconceived notion about the topic. I didn’t even realize they had laws regarding rape and seduction during this time since there was so little respect for the independence of women. I assumed that the woman herself wouldn’t often see justice so it makes sense that it was the father who received compensation from the courts. 
4. How has your view of the past changed as a result of the research that you have done?  What unanswered questions about this topic do you still have?

My research didn’t necessarily change my view but instead confirmed my knowledge of what little amount of history is actually focused on women. Even a law meant to protect women was narrowed to compensate fathers for their loss of value in their illicitly pregnant daughters. Men controlled the laws and courtrooms, which made it impossible for a trial to solely be about the victim woman herself. Even if the daughter was legally married to a man the family didn’t approve of the marriage could be terminated and the daughter returned to her family. 
5. What will you do differently next time?

Next time I will get the primary source right the first time around (
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